206                     THE    STORY   OF   THE   PACIFIC

they shared one another's and especially other people's property.
But they were perfectly good-natured about it. As soon as you
noticed that they had stolen your property (all sorts of odds and
ends left lying around in your boat) you went to their huts and
reclaimed what was yours. Everybody took it as part of a fine
joke, and nobody showed any hard feelings at losing that
precious steel axe or knife of which he had been the proud
possessor for only a few hours, though such axes and knives
must have been a veritable godsend to a people who had never
seen a piece of metal.

Here, as in New Zealand, Tasman tried to appeal to the souls
of the natives by means of sweet music. This time he organized
a regular symphony orchestra among his sailors, and his fiddles
and flutes and trumpets were such a success that even some of
the native ladies joined the audience and showed themselves
delighted by the performance.

From the Tongas Tasman sailed westward until he reached
the Fijis, and from there, following an almost complete circle
which kept him several hundred miles north of the Solomon
Islands and New Guinea, he had reached Celebes; thence he
had proceeded to Batavia.

In a sense he had done what he had been told to do. He had
sailed all the way round the Great Southland. He had discovered
a lot of new territory, but he had never caught sight of the
mainland. However, his trip had been of real value to our
geographical knowledge. It had definitely shown that the mys-
terious continent must lie somewhere within a circle which,
roughly speaking, touched Java, Tasmania, New Zealand, the
Tonga Islands, and Celebes, and the map-makers then agreed
that from now on it would be comparatively easy to find the
elusive continent. All one had to do was to narrow down on
one's circles until a,t last one reached the centre. If then one
failed to find a core of dry land it followed that the story about
an unknown Southland had been nothing but a myth.

For this purpose Anthonie van Diemcn, who seems to have